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KHADREA FOLKES
JAMAICA

Master of Labour Law
and Relations

The University of Sydney Law School  |  2014

The morning of January 6, 2015
I awoke to a feeling of melancholy. My 
eyes became misty even as I went 
�rough my early morning routine of 
watching �e bustle of activity on �e 
road below my apartment, and staring 
out at �e postcard view of �e 
Sydney skyline in �e distance whilst 
enjoying my ‘cuppa’.

The Anzac and Sydney Harbour Bridge 
as well as �e Sydney Tower Eye 
stood out in �eir characteristically 
imposing beauty on �e warm, sunny 
morning which betrayed my dark 
mood. A mood brought on by 
separation anxiety, and increased wi� 
every second �at time brought me 
closer to �e moment I would have to 
bid my sexy Sydney, adieu!

The struggle was palpable. When did I 
become so besotted wi� �is distant 
land on �is journey which took me 
down under, and 14 hours ahead in 
real time from my island home? When 
I arrived only a year ago, I found life in 
Sydney so confronting. Every�ing was 
so expensive and I would have to do 
more walking �an I was mentally, let 
alone physically inclined to do. Sharing 
living space wi� complete strangers 
al�ough �e norm in Sydney, required 
quite a bit of adjustment for me. In 
fact, I recall �e first half of �e year 
being especially challenging. The 
prospect of being �ere a whole year 
was daunting, and �e hole burnt in 
my pocket by my very high phone bill 
for �e first couple of mon�s, is 
testimony to my very painstaking 

transition from ‘mi really cyaan bo�a’ 
to ‘I really do love Sydney’.

An e�nic and cultural melting pot 
which resonated in an array of cuisines 
('big up to Jamvybz Jamaican 
Restaurant), �e lovely beaches and 
walking trails, �e tourist mecca �at is 
�e Sydney Opera House, �e 
year-long entertainment itinerary 
which featured all sorts of festivals, 
concerts and exhibitions, �e 
Newtown hip strip, �e night life 
(reggae/dancehall and Soca parties 
included) were just to name a few of 
my favourite �ings.

Did I mention I was here for school? 
Lol. If I made reading for a Masters 
degree and writing several �ousand 
words in research papers look easy, 
forgive me. It wasn’t!! At all!! But, I can 
honestly say �at �e University of 
Sydney has �e knack for making 
student life hassle free and enjoyable. 
The extensive electronic library meant 
�at I could do my research at my 
convenience and from �e comfort of 
my apartment… while updating my 
Facebook page wi� pics from last 
evening’s ‘lyme’. And in �e event 
�at you can’t locate any resource 
material online, just drop �e library 
staff a line. They will find it and email it 
to you. That’s impressive.

And so I was able to balance my 
student experience wi� a ‘fair go’ at 
some equally important fun stuff, such 
as sightseeing. I attended �e 
International AIDS Conference in 
Melbourne where I went on a road trip 
along �e Great Ocean Road to �e 
Twelve Apostles - which I viewed 
aerially from a helicopter (yikes). I also 
went to Adelaide where I toured some 
vineyards (�ankfully my choice bottles 
of Moscato rose survived �e two day 
haul back to Jamaica), visited �e 
scenic beaches as well as �e idyllic 
town of Glenelg.

Towards �e latter part of �e year, I 
participated in an Intersectionality 
Symposium in Auckland, New Zealand 
where I decided to mix business wi� 
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pleasure and tour bo� nor� and 
sou� islands. My wanderlust took me 
to some brea�taking calendar and 
even movie wor�y scenery such as 
Rotorua, �e Hobbit movie set, Pohutu 
Geyser, Christchurch, LakeTekapo and 
Queenstown.

Living in Sydney was truly a first world 
experience which in my estimation, 
allows its inhabitants to focus on 
higher level needs, and really enjoy 
life. The infrastructure and public 
amenities were noticeably good, and I 
generally felt safe. If I were to choose 
one aspect of my experience which 
really stands out, it would be �e 
friendships and associations I was able 
to forge and which by all indications 
will outlive my very vivid memory of 
my short year as a Sydney-sider. I am 
truly grateful to �e government and 
people of Australia for �e experience.

Parting was such sweet 
sorrow, but where one 
is bound you must 
obey. Just as I had 
settled down and the 
good times were really 
starting to roll, it was 
time to return to my 
home… away from 
home.

1st
on secondary education 
enrollment rates
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The University of Sydney Law School  |  2014
KHADREA FOLKES – JAMAICA

Playing ‘catch’ with
the Ken Catchpole sculpture
at Sydney Cricket Grounds



KATHRYN SIRIRAM
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

Master of Science
in Science in Energy and Resources:

Policy and Practice
University College - London  |  2012

My Australian experience provided me 
wi� great exposure to �e various 
aspects of �e international energy 
industry and an opportunity to learn 
from experts in �e field. In addition to 
a world class educational experience 
to which no local exposure could 
compare, I met lots of different people 
from varying nationalities many of 
whom became and remain very close 
friends. I was also able to travel around 
Australia and take in �e beauty of �e 
country.

Being able to study and 
live in Australia was a 
once in a lifetime 
experience and I came 
home packed with 
unforgettable 
memories and life-long 
friends.

BERNARD MALONEY
ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES

Master of Water Resources Management
University of Sou� Australia  |  2015

What I enjoyed most about studying 
in Australia was �e practical learning 
environment where services were 
easily accessible and particular 
attention is paid to �e all-round 
development and well-being of �e 
students. The campuses were also 
well equipped wi� state of �e art 
technological advancements based on 
in-house research and formidable 
linkages wi� local industries and 
institutions.

BJORN VAN HAMME
SURINAME

Masters of Urban Planning
University of New Sou� Wales  |  2015

In January 2013, I applied for a 
scholarship provided by �e Australian 
Government under �e Australian Aid 
Program. I arrived in Australia on 13 
January 2014, not knowing what to 
expect. It’s almost like yesterday when 
I celebrated my first “Australia Day” in 
January 2014. I remember �e trip on 
�e ferry and how beautiful �e people 
looked dressed up in �e colours of �e 
national flag.

A�er little over a year in Australia, I 
can now say �at studying in Australia 
has opened up a world for me �at I 
didn’t know �e existence of, bo� in 
educational and social experiences. 
Studying at UNSW (The University of 
New Sou� Wales) has enriched me 
wi� a whole lot more knowledge 
about my field of study and o�er 
fields. It has enhanced my social 
abilities and increased my circle of 
friends.

I wish future Caribbean students 
coming to Australia whe�er �rough 
scholarship or self-funded all �e best 
at pursuing �eir dream to obtain a 
higher knowledge level and become 
leaders of development a�er returning 
to �eir country.
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ARICA HILL
ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA

Master of Environmental Management
and Sustainable Development

Bond University  |  2014
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Prior to leaving Antigua in 2012 I was 
�e Environment Education O�cer 
wi�in �e Environment Division of �e 
Government of Antigua and Barbuda. 
Bond University, being a small one, 
encouraged students to focus �eir 
research on areas �at related to who 

�ey wanted to become upon 
graduation. Hence, I spent a significant 
portion of my time researching �e 
economic impacts of implementing 
specific environmental programs, and 
�e public relations skills needed to get 
�em started. My degree experience 
at Bond allowed me to be even more 
excited about how I could make a 
difference in my country.

As a scholar who received �e 
Australia Leadership Award, I was 
selected as �e motivational speaker at 
a Leadership Conference in Per�, was 
invited to speak about my experiences 
wi� a local radio station in Australia, 
and I was featured in �e Gold Coast 
Bulletin and �e �en AusAID Focus 
Magazine. Wi� a lot of hard work 
paying off, I also delivered �e 

Valedictorian's speech at graduation.

Since returning to Antigua, I received a 
prestigious 5 mon� Fellowship to �e 
United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in Bonn, 
Germany and worked on matters 
related to Education, Training,
Public Awareness, Public Participation, 
Public Access to Information, and 
International Cooperation on �ose 
matters (Article 6 of �e Convention).

The experiences I have had, �e 
opportunities, �ese were afforded by 
�e Australia High Commission's 
support of my application to go to 
Australia to study. It is my hope I can 
see more young professionals excel in 
�e region because of �e relationship 
Australia maintains wi� �e region.



FERIQUE SHORTTE
ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES

Master of Fisheries Policy
University of Wollongong

New Sou� Wales  |  2012

When I received �e news �at I was 
nominated as an AusAID Scholar I was 
elated. Having been in fisheries for 
over 10 years and �rough research, I 
view Australia to be a world leader in 
fisheries management and science. I 

did not just obtain my MSc Fisheries 
Policy in Australia; I was able to form 
and join a network rich in experience 
and knowledge of ocean governance 
issues. I now understand �e linkage 
between fisheries and science, 
business, �e environment and food 
security.

My Australian studies help me to 
realize my passion and my vision for 
�e fishing industry. It helped me to 
chart my way and my career for �e 
next 15 years. I am now equipped and 
able to:

- see �e di�culties faced by 
developing countries

- contribute in charting �e course of 
�e fisheries sector in St Vincent 

 and �e Grenadines and �e wider 
Caribbean; and 

- make meaningful contributions in 
dealing wi� some of �ese 
challenges; I am now able to 

In my time in Australia, I also 
experienced many once in a lifetime 
moments.  I have made lifelong friends 
and have many lasting memories.
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BERNARD MALONEY
ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES
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DANIELLE INCE
GRENADA

Masters of Science in Fisheries Biology
and Management

University of Western Australia  |  2013

Studying in Australia allowed me to 
have �e adventure of a lifetime! I 
spent many hours writing and 
studying but my time in Australia 
afforded me �e opportunity to 
broaden my personal view on life itself. 
I met Indigenous people and listened 
to �eir dream-time stories, I sat in �e 
Sydney Opera House, swam on �e 
Great Barrier Reef and had tea in 
Kuranda surrounded by �e amazing 
rain forest. I’ve fed kangaroos and rode 
past wallabies almost every day on 
my pushbike (bicycle). Most 
importantly, I met some amazing 
people to share �ese, and so many 
o�er memories of my time in 
Australia.

Studying in Australia isn't just an 
opportunity for scholarly education, 
but an opportunity to experience an 
amazing culture and people.

JAVAN WILLIAMS
GRENADA

Master in Project Leadership
University of Sydney  |  2014

My Studies at The University of 
Sydney were challenging but very 
edifying. I had to manage my time 
e�ciently to meet course 
requirements. The programme 
encouraged intensive research in order 
to support assignments and 
presentations. In some instances, 
classroom presentations were 
organised to reflect real situations, 
which meant �at one had to 
earnestly develop �eir 
communications skills. These situations 
presented some level of discomfort 
initially but �e experience was 
certainly helpful in increasing one's 
confidence and capacity to deal wi� 
such situations once outside �e 
University's doors and in �e 
workplace.

One of my biggest challenges was to 
simultaneously work on my �esis and 
required courses, but I enjoyed �e 
literature review process. The hard 
educational activities were not wi�out 
support services to help when 
needed. The scholarship programme 
provided additional training 
programmes for students who needed 
extra help to ensure success in �eir 
courses.

And to make sure I was never 
overwhelmed I balanced my 
educational activities by taking 
advantage of exploring �e outback of 
Sydney as a member of �e bush 
walking society.

KASHAMA CHIGOJI
ST LUCIA

Master of Counselling
The University of Queensland  |  2013

Life in #Australia was and will always 
be one of �e most memorable 
seasons of my life. Holistically �e 
entire experience was meaningful, 
from extremely practical and 
supportive faculty and academic staff 
to warm and welcoming professional 
and social community.

While no one contextual experience 
outweighs �e o�er, it is �e warm� 
and comradeship I experienced from 
working wi� a local church 
community which I will highlight. The 
Rock Church at Annerley in Brisbane, 
Queensland was a small community 
church wi� a membership of 
approximately 300. I started to attend 
�e church in February 2012, nearly a 
mon� into being in Australia. Of 
course I knew no one from �e 
congregation but �e welcome was 
phenomenal, igniting a sense of family 
in my heart.

No sooner had I started wi� �e local 
congregation, �an an opportunity to 
serve in leadership was presented. 
Al�ough �e global church body is 
generally known for its inclusiveness, it 
was very astounding when �is 
proposal was made, knowing �at I 
was just passing �rough and was not 
known by �e church leadership prior 
to my 2012 visit. It was simply �at 
�e leadership recognised particular 
characteristics and gi�ings and were 
open and willing to make me partner 
wi� �em in �eir work wi�in �e 
broader Annerley community.

Of course I accepted �e proposal and 
served in �e capacity of you� pastor 
(alongside my husband who travelled 
wi� me) and worship leader until I le� 
in December of 2013. Having le� 
Australia, I have maintained strong ties 
wi� �e leadership and members of 
�e Rock Church in Annerley. This 
fraction of my experience resoundingly 
demonstrated �e inclusive nature of 
�e Australian society. 



INGRID COX-PIERRE
ST LUCIA

Masters in Heal� Economics and Policy
The University of Adelaide  |  2016

Studying in Australia is a holistic 
experience which spans beyond �e 
academic domain of university life. My 
time in Australia provided an additional 
perspective to what has traditionally 
been accepted as �e “global norm” in 
my area of study. I also had an 
opportunity to experience a melting 
pot of cultures and �e splendour of 
one of Mo�er Nature’s best kept 
secrets.

Though it may seem a less likely 
option because of distance from home 
and family, let �is not be a deterrent 
as �ere is a support system at every 
level - academic, psychological and 
social, established to ensure your 
success.



JOHN APPLEWHITE-HERCULES
GUYANA

Master of Mineral Resources
University of Queensland  |  2012

I discovered �at �ere were 
scholarships to study in Australia on 
�e very day �at �e application 
process was being closed in Guyana. 
Su�ce to say, �at my Australian 
experience was initiated and sustained 
for over 18 mon�s by divine 
interventions from JEHOVAH.

My study at The University of 
Queensland (Saint Lucia) was a great 
experience, not just for academics and 
practicals but also a great experience 
of understanding various cultures 
wi�in �e social and work 
environment.

As a student technical assistant 
employed wi� Velseis High Resolution 
Seismic Services “Integrated Seismic 
Technologies” my Professor’s
(Dr Steve Hearns) company, I was 
able to apply �e concepts learnt in 
�e Field of Seismic Exploration and 
Seismic Data Processing to actual work 
being done for �e Industry. This gave 
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me a greater appreciation of �e skills 
and professionalism needed for Oil and 
Gas Exploration and development.

My social experience will be my 
greatest treasure during my stay in 
Australia. I morphed from a young 
excited explorer of “any�ing fun” 
during �e first half of my stay, to a 
more better guided, God fearing 
young man during �e latter half of my 
stay.

On �e 20� of April 2012, I went 
blind, during my final semester of 
studies. Wi� just ano�er two mon�s 
to complete my Masters, �e reality of 
not being able to complete my studies 
and �e �ought of becoming a lifelong 
dependent on returning to Guyana, 
became much clearer wi� each 
passing day.

On �e 5� of July, 2012, I walked out 
of surgery wi� my sight fully 
corrected. I experienced not only �e 
grace from above, but also genuine 
Australian Hospitality - my entire 
surgery was sponsored significantly by 
Dr Jon Farrah attached to �e 
Queensland Eye Institute Hospital/ 
Mater Hill Hospital. Dr Farrah waived 
his fees and �ose of his entire team, 
to perform my surgery, approximately 
two and a half mon�s a�er being 
diagnosed.

Fur�er, my scholarship was extended 
by �ree mon�s and I was facilitated 
by �e University of Queensland, to 
write my final exam and submit my 

�esis whilst in Guyana, at �e 
University of Guyana. 

Australia has certainly changed my life 
for �e best - permanently!

I was revolutionised, in �e way I �ink 
and interact wi� my fellow human. 
This includes �e power of hard work 
and never giving up under any 
circumstance. These were two of �e 
values I can honestly say were 
reinforced over my 18 mon�s in 
Queensland.

I �ink �e greatest lesson I learnt 
whilst in Australia was �e power to 
choose to love and a discovery of my 
true purpose for my Life - to do justly, 
love mercy and to walk humbly before 
God.

My Australian Journey has been 
personally fulfilling, technically 
empowering and provided me a 
window �rough which I was able to 
develop a clear vision on how I can 
actively continue to serve in �e 
development of �e Human and 
Natural Resources potential of my 
beloved country of �e Cooperative 
Republic of Guyana.

May God continue to bless �e 
Commonweal� of Australia and its 
peoples!
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SEON ERSKINE
GUYANA

Master of Education by Coursework
University of �e Sunshine Coast,

Queensland  |  2014

I pursued studies on �e Sunshine 
Coast o�erwise known as �e 
Caribbean wi�in Australia. This small 
city in Queensland is a great place for 
persons coming from �e tropics to 
feel right at home. There isn't much 
difference to our spicy homeland since 
�ere is a diverse mix of cultures 

dwelling among �e flora and fauna of 
�is little paradise. There is a lot to do 
and see wi� activities ranging from 
whale watching, to hiking great trails 
�at lead you to discover a fraction of 
�e secret beauty and well-kept 
environment of Australia.

The University of �e Sunshine Coast 
is a hub for exchange students of 
European origins, mainly Germany, 
Sweden, Norway. All combined wi� a 
giant bunch of students from various 
countries in Asia and Africa. I felt 
welcomed and at home, �ere was 
not a moment �at I felt uneasy or 
uncomfortable. There were always 
programmes to be involved wi� or 
opportunities to travel.

I was very fortunate to be a part of �e 
very popular 2014 New Year’s 
celebration at Sydney Harbour.
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This is an experience I o�en dreamed 
about and was �rilled to be a part of 
it. I ventured from visits to educational 
institutions related to my career to 
recreational visits to �e zoo, national 
parks, beaches, caves and �e farmers 
markets where I got my fresh 
organically grown fruits and 
vegetables every Saturday.

On �e o�er hand studies were a 
breeze since I had �e support of great 
lecturers and fellow colleagues.
They all offered to share of �eir vast 
experiences and support wi�out 
hesitation. This experience has not 
only afforded me heaps of 
opportunities to connect wi� people 
and places I had only seen on 
television or read of in books, but also 
given me a fresh start in my career.

JHAMAN KUNDUN
GUYANA

Master of Agricultural &
Environmental Technologies
University of Sydney  |  2013

In my quest to continue studying 
Agriculture at �e post graduate level I 
learned about �e prestigious Australia 
Awards Scholarship programme. I 
applied and happily received �e news 
�at I was successful.

In addition to my postgraduate training 
in Australia, I was privileged to be 
awarded �e Leadership for 
Development Scholarship. This 
program developed my leadership 
skills for �e challenges in my 
professional career and even in 
everyday life.

The academic and leadership training I 
received in Australia have certainly 
instilled in me �e commitment, 
passion and creativity to make a 
meaningful and lasting contribution to 
my country for which I am forever 
grateful to �e Australian Government.

I proceeded to study at University of 
Sydney in �e field of Agriculture.
My passion for Agriculture was fur�er 
increased during my time in Sydney.
I was exposed to specialised training in 
Plant/Crop Protection wi� emphasis 
on Entomology. I am now better able 
to apply myself in my current field of 
work due to �e vast amount of 
knowledge gained in Australia. This 
has placed me in an advantageous 
position to better function in Crop 
Protection – Entomology.

Studying in Australia also opens up 
ano�er part of �e world to you. I was 
very happy to be able to visit o�er 
countries quite easily during my time 
�ere. I visited Japan and Singapore to 
name a few and have made 
wonderful memories and lifelong 
friends from my time in Australia.
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The availability of quality 
teaching, at a top notch 
institution which leads 
with cutting edge 
innovation in all fields, 
was more than enough 
impetus to succeed.

University of Sydney  |  2014
BERNICE LEWIS – ST LUCIA
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BERNICE LEWIS
ST LUCIA

Master of Education
Learning Sciences and Technology

University of Sydney  |  2014

As a Master of Education - Learning 
Sciences and Technology student at 
�e University of Sydney my learning 
experience in Australia was by far a 
memorable one. This may also have 
been due to �e fact �at Australia has 

one of �e highest standards of living 
in �e world - �ere is an ease to 
adapting to life �at made �e process 
of learning a remarkably smoo� one. 
The availability of quality teaching, at a 
top notch institution which leads wi� 
cutting edge innovation in all fields, 
was more �an enough impetus to 
succeed.

However, my experience was not 
limited to �e walls of my institution 
and its 50,000 students and faculty. 
My year-long learning experience 
span conversations wi� �e 
Aboriginals of �e Uluru dessert, 
explorations of Melbourne's 
gra�ti-lined streets, �e dep�s of �e 
Great Barrier Reef, �e halls of Otago 
University, New Zealand and �e 
white, sandy shores of Sou�shore 
island Fiji.

Beyond �e expanse of �e 
knowledge obtained in �e classroom, 
one lesson crystallised �rough my 
immersion wi� �e cultures I was 
introduced to and �e numerous 
individuals I met: we are all essentially 
parts of �e human race and we all 
can do our part in trying to improve life 
for all mankind.

NICHOLAS FRASER
GUYANA

Masters of Business in Sport Management
Gri�� University  |  2014

I was awarded a Development Award 
Scholarship to study a Masters of 
Business in Sport Management wi� 
Honours at Gri�� University in 
Queensland, Australia. I graduated 
wi� Academic Excellence and 
1st-Class Honours.

I was very impressed wi� �e pride 
and culture of �e Australian people 
wi� regard to Australian sport.
The Gold Coast in particular is gearing 
up to become a booming sporting 
region in Queensland and is preparing 
to host �e Commonweal� Games in 
2018. I grasped at �e opportunity to 
volunteer at �e Nor�ern University 

Games, at �e Leukaemia Foundation 
as well as to compete in �e Australian 
University Games wi� �e Gri�� 
University Waterpolo Team -
The Gri�� Pirates. On �e weekends, 
I swam wi� �e Sou�port Sharks 
Masters Swim Club and participated in 
local and regional swim meets.
Thus, I was able to build a network of 
persons in various fields.

Guyana is currently undergoing great 
advances in sport infrastructure which 
needs to go hand in hand wi� human 
resource development in �e sports 
sector. As Head of �e Physical 
Education Department in �e Ministry 
of Education, I feel more equipped to 
provide support to schools and o�er 
agencies in �e development and 
implementation of �eir programmes. 
The priorities for Guyana should be: 
to develop a stakeholder approach to 
sport development; to create new 
opportunities for studying and working 
in �e sport sector; and to develop 
national pride and culture for 
Guyanese sport. I consider myself an 
agent of change and I am encouraged 
to have gained knowledge and 
capacities in areas such as research, 
event and facilities management, sport 
marketing and sport law. 

The University of Melbourne  |  2015
GUY-ROBERT LAHENS – HAITI



Australia’s international education sector
is already wor� more �an

$19 billion 2.5 million
international students
have studied in Australia
over �e last fi�y years

New enrollments in
2015

More �an

to �e national economy and supports

in cities and regions �roughout Australia.
more �an 130,000 jobs

International education delivered nearly
$20 billion to �e Australian economy in 2015, 
confirming �e importance of �e sector to 
Australia’s growing knowledge economy.

from International education$20 billion

498,155

Source: Media Releases from: 
 Minister for Tourism and International Education,
 Minister Assisting �e Minister for Trade and Investment
 Senator �e Hon Richard Colbeck
 Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

Australian Education
Statistics

It is important we continue to support �e 
(education) sector and build valuable 
people-to-people links �rough �ese new 
strategies, to ensure �at all levels of 
education services become more adaptive, 
innovative and globally engaged.

Minister for Tourism and International Education
Minister Assisting �e Minister for Trade and Investment

Senator �e Hon Richard Colbeck
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